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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 205.238 

§ 205.237 Livestock feed. 
(a) The producer of an organic live-

stock operation must provide livestock 
with a total feed ration composed of 
agricultural products, including pas-
ture and forage, that are organically 
produced and handled by operations 
certified to the NOP, except as pro-
vided in § 205.236(a)(2)(i), except, that, 
synthetic substances allowed under 
§ 205.603 and nonsynthetic substances 
not prohibited under § 205.604 may be 
used as feed additives and feed supple-
ments, Provided, That, all agricultural 
ingredients included in the ingredients 
list, for such additives and supple-
ments, shall have been produced and 
handled organically. 

(b) The producer of an organic oper-
ation must not: 

(1) Use animal drugs, including hor-
mones, to promote growth; 

(2) Provide feed supplements or addi-
tives in amounts above those needed 
for adequate nutrition and health 
maintenance for the species at its spe-
cific stage of life; 

(3) Feed plastic pellets for roughage; 
(4) Feed formulas containing urea or 

manure; 
(5) Feed mammalian or poultry 

slaughter by-products to mammals or 
poultry; 

(6) Use feed, feed additives, and feed 
supplements in violation of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; 

(7) Provide feed or forage to which 
any antibiotic including ionophores 
has been added; or 

(8) Prevent, withhold, restrain, or 
otherwise restrict ruminant animals 
from actively obtaining feed grazed 
from pasture during the grazing sea-
son, except for conditions as described 
under § 205.239(b) and (c). 

(c) During the grazing season, pro-
ducers shall: 

(1) Provide not more than an average 
of 70 percent of a ruminant’s dry mat-
ter demand from dry matter fed (dry 
matter fed does not include dry matter 
grazed from residual forage or vegeta-
tion rooted in pasture). This shall be 
calculated as an average over the en-
tire grazing season for each type and 
class of animal. Ruminant animals 
must be grazed throughout the entire 
grazing season for the geographical re-
gion, which shall be not less than 120 

days per calendar year. Due to weath-
er, season, and/or climate, the grazing 
season may or may not be continuous. 

(2) Provide pasture of a sufficient 
quality and quantity to graze through-
out the grazing season and to provide 
all ruminants under the organic sys-
tem plan with an average of not less 
than 30 percent of their dry matter in-
take from grazing throughout the graz-
ing season: Except, That, 

(i) Ruminant animals denied pasture 
in accordance with § 205.239(b)(1) 
through (8), and § 205.239(c)(1) through 
(3), shall be provided with an average of 
not less than 30 percent of their dry 
matter intake from grazing throughout 
the periods that they are on pasture 
during the grazing season; 

(ii) Breeding bulls shall be exempt 
from the 30 percent dry matter intake 
from grazing requirement of this sec-
tion and management on pasture re-
quirement of § 205.239(c)(2); Provided, 
That, any animal maintained under 
this exemption shall not be sold, la-
beled, used, or represented as organic 
slaughter stock. 

(d) Ruminant livestock producers 
shall: 

(1) Describe the total feed ration for 
each type and class of animal. The de-
scription must include: 

(i) All feed produced on-farm; 
(ii) All feed purchased from off-farm 

sources; 
(iii) The percentage of each feed type, 

including pasture, in the total ration; 
and 

(iv) A list of all feed supplements and 
additives. 

(2) Document the amount of each 
type of feed actually fed to each type 
and class of animal. 

(3) Document changes that are made 
to all rations throughout the year in 
response to seasonal grazing changes. 

(4) Provide the method for calcu-
lating dry matter demand and dry mat-
ter intake. 

[65 FR 80637, Dec. 21, 2000, as amended at 75 
FR 7193, Feb. 17, 2010] 

§ 205.238 Livestock health care prac-
tice standard. 

(a) The producer must establish and 
maintain preventive livestock health 
care practices, including: 
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(1) Selection of species and types of 
livestock with regard to suitability for 
site-specific conditions and resistance 
to prevalent diseases and parasites; 

(2) Provision of a feed ration suffi-
cient to meet nutritional require-
ments, including vitamins, minerals, 
protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, 
energy sources, and fiber (ruminants); 

(3) Establishment of appropriate 
housing, pasture conditions, and sani-
tation practices to minimize the occur-
rence and spread of diseases and 
parasites; 

(4) Provision of conditions which 
allow for exercise, freedom of move-
ment, and reduction of stress appro-
priate to the species; 

(5) Performance of physical alter-
ations as needed to promote the ani-
mal’s welfare and in a manner that 
minimizes pain and stress; and 

(6) Administration of vaccines and 
other veterinary biologics. 

(b) When preventive practices and 
veterinary biologics are inadequate to 
prevent sickness, a producer may ad-
minister synthetic medications: Pro-
vided, That, such medications are al-
lowed under § 205.603. Parasiticides al-
lowed under § 205.603 may be used on: 

(1) Breeder stock, when used prior to 
the last third of gestation but not dur-
ing lactation for progeny that are to be 
sold, labeled, or represented as organi-
cally produced; and 

(2) Dairy stock, when used a min-
imum of 90 days prior to the produc-
tion of milk or milk products that are 
to be sold, labeled, or represented as 
organic. 

(c) The producer of an organic live-
stock operation must not: 

(1) Sell, label, or represent as organic 
any animal or edible product derived 
from any animal treated with anti-
biotics, any substance that contains a 
synthetic substance not allowed under 
§ 205.603, or any substance that contains 
a nonsynthetic substance prohibited in 
§ 205.604. 

(2) Administer any animal drug, 
other than vaccinations, in the absence 
of illness; 

(3) Administer hormones for growth 
promotion; 

(4) Administer synthetic 
parasiticides on a routine basis; 

(5) Administer synthetic 
parasiticides to slaughter stock; 

(6) Administer animal drugs in viola-
tion of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act; or 

(7) Withhold medical treatment from 
a sick animal in an effort to preserve 
its organic status. All appropriate 
medications must be used to restore an 
animal to health when methods accept-
able to organic production fail. Live-
stock treated with a prohibited sub-
stance must be clearly identified and 
shall not be sold, labeled, or rep-
resented as organically produced. 

§ 205.239 Livestock living conditions. 
(a) The producer of an organic live-

stock operation must establish and 
maintain year-round livestock living 
conditions which accommodate the 
health and natural behavior of ani-
mals, including: 

(1) Year-round access for all animals 
to the outdoors, shade, shelter, exer-
cise areas, fresh air, clean water for 
drinking, and direct sunlight, suitable 
to the species, its stage of life, the cli-
mate, and the environment: Except, 
that, animals may be temporarily de-
nied access to the outdoors in accord-
ance with §§ 205.239(b) and (c). Yards, 
feeding pads, and feedlots may be used 
to provide ruminants with access to 
the outdoors during the non-grazing 
season and supplemental feeding dur-
ing the grazing season. Yards, feeding 
pads, and feedlots shall be large enough 
to allow all ruminant livestock occu-
pying the yard, feeding pad, or feedlot 
to feed simultaneously without crowd-
ing and without competition for food. 
Continuous total confinement of any 
animal indoors is prohibited. Contin-
uous total confinement of ruminants in 
yards, feeding pads, and feedlots is pro-
hibited. 

(2) For all ruminants, management 
on pasture and daily grazing through-
out the grazing season(s) to meet the 
requirements of § 205.237, except as pro-
vided for in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) 
of this section. 

(3) Appropriate clean, dry bedding. 
When roughages are used as bedding, 
they shall have been organically pro-
duced in accordance with this part by 
an operation certified under this part, 
except as provided in § 205.236(a)(2)(i), 
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